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and presently fresh orders were issued setting the Duke's
army definitely in movement.
Nothing, however, was to be allowed to interfere with
the ball, and those officers who were invited were permitted
to attend.
But in spite of all the Duke's care, rumours of the situa-
tion had preceded him to the ball-room, and when he arrived
somewhat late, Lady Georgiana Lennox stopped dancing and
went up to him to learn their foundation. " Yes, they are
true," he replied gravely, " we are off to-morrow." l
But though hiding nothing from his intimate friends, to
the outer world he was as cheerful as ever, and an aide-de-
camp present speaks of, " the calm serenity that beamed over
the countenance of the Duke . . ."2
A lady friend, though, fancied she detected beneath his
calm 'an unusual expression of care and anxiety.
I sat next him on a sopha a long time [she records], but his mind seemed
quite preoccupied, and although he spoke to me in the kindest manner
possible, yet frequently in the middle of a sentence he stopped abruptly
and called to some officer, giving him directions . . .3
At supper, too, it was noticed that the Prince of Orange came
up to the Duke's table and " whispered some minutes to his
Grace, who only said he had no fresh orders to give, and recom-
mended the Prince to go back to his quarters and go to bed ".4
Some twenty minutes later the Duke himself rose to depart,
and as he took leave of his host, whispered to him to know if
there was a good map in the house. The Duke of Richmond
took him into his study which opened off the supper-room.
" Napoleon has humbugged me, by G------," [observed the Com-
mander-in-Chief as the door was closed] " he has gained twenty-four
hours' march on me."
" What do you intend doing ?" [observed the Duke of Richmond.].
1 Lady de Ros, Reminiscences, p. 123.
2  Wellington in Private Life, p. no.
3 Sir Herbert Maxwell, Vol. II, p. 13, quoting from the Diary of Lady-
Hamilton Dalrymple.
4 Malmeslury Correspondence, Vol. 77, p. 445.
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